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Program notes:

Gra diwigkow, gra stow (Soundplay, wordplay) is a set of three Polish songs written for various combinations of soprano or
mezzo, piano, and percussion. All three songs primarily deal with the sounds and properties of the Polish language.

The first song is set to a tongue-twister stof z powytamywanymi nogami (a convoluted way of saying a table with broken
legs), and plays extensively with the syllabic nature of the words.

The poem for the second song emerged from a phrase that uses several long vowel sounds and similar consonants: plakata
zapatka (a match was crying). This phrase set the tone for an intimate story, reminiscent of a childhood fable.

The text of a moze... originated from my choosing of certain homophones and similar sounding phonemes:
moze my/mozemy/morze/umrzemy. After having picked those, I constructed a narrative. I was also interested in
experimenting with the structure of the text, such as the addition and subtraction of syllables. Addition is about building up
from a single syllable to a whole sentence using homophones, and subtraction about removing the first syllable of every
subsequent line. For the last word of the subtracted phrase, I made sure to choose words that would still make sense on their
own, even after being deconstructed. For example, umrzemy (we'll die) = rzemy, not a word, but sounds like ze my (that we)
- my (we). Another example would be z tesknoty (from yearning) - no Ty (well you) = Ty (vou).

1. Stol z powylamywanymi nogami

Stot z powylamywanymi nogami A table with broken legs
to stol bez nog is a table without legs
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2. Plakatla Zapatka

Ptakata Zapatka

Plakata Zapatka

Zapatka ptakata

Wokot tylko mroz i pustka.
Pragneta Zapatka

Zapatka pragneta,

by kto$ ja zapalit,

obdarzyt cieptem do zycia.
Zapatka bez zapatlu

To zadna zapatka, pomyslata.
Czekala i czekata

Lecz po dluzszej wiecznosci,
jej promyk nadziei powoli wygasat.

Az pewnego poranka,

Pojawila si¢ znikad iskra,

Tryskajac energia i zyciem pelnego lata.

Co$ migdzy nimi zaiskrzyto,

1 z matej Zapalki zrobit si¢ wielki ogien!
Rozgrzata si¢ porzadnie, promieniujac jak stonce
I roztopila si¢ w szczesciu

Czuta si¢ Zapatka wreszcie spetniona.

Lecz ten zar szybko zamienit si¢ w goraczke,
a dym przepehit jej mate serduszko

- Jak duszno... - ledwo wykrztusita Zapatka.
Nie wiedziala, jak mito$¢

Potrafi krétko trwaé a potem zniszczyc¢.

W catosci zatopiona w ptomieniach,
Probowata doptynaé do brzegu lodu.

Po kilku wiecznych sekundach,

Zapatka nie przezyla.

A crying match

A crying Match,

A Match was crying,

Surrounded by only frost and emptiness.
A yearning Match,

A Match was yearning

To be lit up

And given warmth in life.

A match without fire

Is no match at all, it thought.

It was waiting, and waiting

But after a long eternity,

its ray of hope had slowly died down.

Until one morning,
a spark came out of nowhere,

Bursting with energy and life of a full summer.

Something had sparked between the two,
And the small Match became a big fire!

It warmed up for good, beaming like the sun
And drowning in happiness.

The Match was finally feeling fulfilled.

But this heat turned into a fever.

And the smoke filled its small heart

- I’m suffocating..., it barely wheezed.
Little did it know, how love

Can be so brief and then destroy.

Entirely drowning in flames,

It tried swimming to the icy shore.

After a few seconds that seemed an eternity,
The Match burnt away.

Text by Ania Vu



30 a moz.eooo Text by Ania Vu

a moze... or what if...

a or

a mo- or what

a moze or what if

a moze my or what if we

a moze my mo- or what if we c

a moze my moze- or what if we ca

a moze my mozemy or what if we can

a moze my mozemy prze- or what if we can sur-
a moze my przetrwamy? or what if we survive?

jak morze, co zawsze, bylo, jest i bedzie like the sea, that has always been, is, and will be

jak morze, co przezyto huragan, burze i deszcz, like the sea, that survived hurricanes, storms, and rain,
przeszywajac wzdhuz i wszerz stretching along and across

gaszcz szumigcych brzoz i wierzb! those humming birches and willows

ach, moze juz nie umrzemy! ah, maybe we won't die anymore!

moze juz nie umrzemy
7€ juz nie umrzemy
juz nie umrzemy

nie umrzemy
umrzemy

ze my

my

my? Nie, nigdy! Nie my!
ale jak nie my, to kto?
jak morze

morze nie moze

Jak morze, przetrwamy
przetrwamy

trwamy

my

ale jak to? Dlaczego? Z czego?

z tesknoty
-no ty

to ty

Ty...

maybe we won't anymore
that we won't die

won't die anymore

we won't die

will die

that we

we

we? No, never! Not us!
but if not us, then who?
like the sea

the sea cannot

like the sea, we'll survive
we'll survive

we last

we

but how? Why? From what?

from longing
well you

it's you
You...
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whispered tensely
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2. Plakatla Zapatka
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