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Duration: 12’

I- and what if we survive? / a moze my przetrwamy? I
II-  like the sea/jak morze 1
[II-  ah, maybe we won’t die anymore! / ach, moze juz nie umrzemy! 15

IV- You/Ty 20



Performance notes:

Ord ordinario (normale)
Sp sul ponticello

St sul tasto

Msp molto sul ponticello
Clb col legno battuto
Clt col legno tratto
Flaut. flautando

Ric. ricochet

transition from one sound to another

scratch tone

—
msp
ot spazzolare — fast horizontal bowing (between ord. and msp);
creating a “whoosh” sound

Program notes:

1 yearn, therefore I am for string quartet is inspired by a Polish poem “a moze...” that
[ wrote in the summer of 2018. The narrative of the text is built on similar sounding
words and homophones (moze my/mozemy/morze/umrzemy) and is about hope for the
human survival. The poem inspired the music on multiple levels: (i) on a micro-level,
specific pitches and techniques are assigned to specific words and syllables; (ii) on a
meso-level, lengths of sections are either directly or inversely proportional to the
lengths of verses (iii) finally, on a macro-level, the character of the music expresses the
emotional meaning of the text. Although one can read the poem to enhance the
listening experience of the music, both the poem and the music can exist as stand-alone

works.

Ania Vu
ania.vug4@gmail.com
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a moze...

a

a mo-

a moze

a moze my

a moze my mo-

a moze my moze-

a moze my mozemy

a moze my mozemy prze-
a moze my przetrwamy?

jak morze, co zawsze bylo, jest i bedzie

jak morze, co przezylo huragan, burze i1 deszcz,
przeszywajac wzdluz i wszerz

gaszcez szumigeych brzoz i wierzb

ach, moze juz nie umrzemy!
moze juz nie umrzemy

ze juz nie umrzemy

juz nie umrzemy

nie umrzemy

umrzemy

ze my

my

my? Nie, nigdy! Nie my!
ale jak nie my, to kto?
jak morze,

morze nie moze

jak morze, przetrwamy
przetrwamy

trwamy

my

ale jak to? Dlaczego? Z czego?

z tesknoty
-no ty

to ty
Ty....

and what if

and

and what

and what 1if

and what if we

and what if we ¢

and what if we ca

and what if we can

and what if we can sur-
and what if we survive?

like the sea, that has always been, is, and will be

like the sea, that survived hurricanes, storms, and rains
piercing along and across

thickets of hissing birches and willows

ah, maybe we won’t die anymore!
maybe we won’t die

that we won’t die

won’t die anymore

we won't die

will die

that we

we

we? No, never! Not us!
but if not us, then who?
like the sea,

the sea cannol

like the sea, we’ll survive
we’ll survive

we last

we

but how? Why? From what?
from yearning
well you

i’s you
You....

by Ania Vu (2018)
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I yearn, therefore I am

1
and what if we survive?
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