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Instrumentation 
 
Soprano 
Flute 
Clarinet in B♭ 
Violin 
Percussion: vibraphone, two bongos, two woodblocks 
 

 
 

Written for and premiered by the TAK Ensemble in March 2019, University of Pennsylvania. 
 
 

Score in C 
  

Duration: 5 minutes 
 
 
 
 

Time moves on mercilessly — independent of, and indifferent to any of our human events and interactions. Any meaningful 
moment that we would like to hold on to… vanishes irrevocably, as if nothing had happened. This line opens and closes the poem. Tik-Tak 
reminds us of the relentless flow of time with the incessant sounds of a ticking clock. I chose to write in Polish because the clock’s “tik-
tak” contains the word “tak”, which has a number of meanings in this language — yes, such as, as if, as much — all of them being used in 
the poem. Finally, this word is also a bow to the ensemble it was written for: the TAK ensemble. 
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Tick-Tock 
 

Nothing… 
 

As if nothing 
 

As if nothing had happened 
 

Clock is ticking 
Time is running 
With no return 

 
It’s running again, 

It does not look back 
It keeps rushing the whole time 

But where to? Where is it rushing to? 
Why is it rushing us, 

…so untactfully? 
 

Now this very moment 
Your tender gaze 

And unheard-of confessions 
 

Will vanish! 
Just like that 

 
In five thousand years 

The clocks will cease ticking 
But time will still be running 

 
Tick-tock 

Tick-tock… 
 

As if nothing had happened. 
 
 
                                                                          Ania Vu (2019) 

Tik-Tak 
 

Nic… 
 

Jak gdyby nic 
 

Jak gdyby nigdy nic 
 

Zegar tyka 
Czas upływa 
Nic nie wraca 

 
Znów ucieka 

Nie ogląda się za siebie 
Goni cały czas 

Ale dokąd? Dokąd on tak goni? 
Czemu on nas goni, 
…tak nietaktownie? 

 
Teraz chwila ta 

Czułe spojrzenia twe 
I niesłychane mi dotąd wyznania 

 
Znikną! 

Tak o tak. 
 

Za pięć tysięcy lat 
Zegary ustąpią 

A czas dalej będzie gonił 
 

Tik-tak 
Tik-tak… 

  
Tak, jak gdyby nigdy nic. 
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